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League celebrates 25 years, honours lay
achievement in education and advocacy

The advocacy and education work of the CatholiglCi many of the founders are still part of the Leagitteey
Rights League is needed now more than ever, Rex. Radeserve our thanks and congratulations for seeprgla
mond J. de Souza told those attending the Leadue's lem and doing something about it. Theirs is a aehlieve-
10 anniversary gala. ment.”

Noting that the media has grown rapidly and emdlac ~ Greetings were read from the League’s chaplain,
new technologies in the past 25 years, Father deeSo  Archbishop Adam Exner, O.M.1., retired archbishdp o
said that while there are better sources for newlscam- Vancouver. “The League has made and is making-a sig
mentary about the Church available now, theresg al  nificant difference in upholding and protecting daith
greater potential for bias and falsehood to spheaah and morals which constantly seem to be under atfok
instant. need for the League is not likely to diminish. As lwok
to the future, | pray that the League will forgeeat with
“The League began in 1985, a time of renewed denfie renewed energy and will strive to bring
for the Church. The synod that year celebratedgaveé  about the new springtime of faith and Christianig/that
fresh impetus to the achievements of the Seconitdfat Pope John Paul Il hoped and prayed for at the bégjrof
Council. It was a good time for harnessing thaffidemt  the new millennium.”
spirit and creating a force for challenging medastand
participating in debates on public policy,” saidhea de  Certificates of honour were presented to League co
Souza, National Post columnist, Chaplain, Newmaunddofounders Keith Cassidy, Rev. Alphonse De Valk, B.S.
and adjunct faculty at Queen's University. David Dooley and Tom Langan, president emeritugifTh
achievements, and those of many others who have bee
Some of the fights in which the League has been in  active in the League over the years, were celethiata
volved, such as the change to the definition ofriage, = message by President Phil Horgan. Noting that éinkest
complete legalization of abortion and proposaliigeral- battles of the League involved newspaper attackSan
ize euthanasia, were barely on the horizon when the »
League was formed, Father de Souza said. The Ldwasug
become a respected force in these debates, he,addkd
as an independent lay organization has more freedam
the Church hierarchy to participate in issues soate-
times have political overtones.

“One of the good things about a silver anniverssithat
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Father de Souza with Phil Horgan




message by President Phil Horgan. Noting that &inkest
battles of the League involved newspaper attackSan
tholicism related to the abortion debate, Mr. Horgated
that the League continues to combat attacks olm lieised
on the Church’s moral teaching.

“There is a strong belief in many quarters thaigbe of

faith should not participate in public debate,” Miorgan
added. “We owe a debt to the League’s founderprior
viding a vehicle for countering that sentiment.”

Joanne McGarry, executive director, presentedficates
of appreciation to League regional directors wheeha
served for 10 years or more. They are Jean Morse-
Chevrier, Quebec, Edward De Vita, B.C., Joseph
MacLellan, Nova Scotia and Dr. John Shea, Toronto.

This year’s Archbishop Exner Award for Catholicdek
lence in Public Life was presented to Suzanne Lia¥aif
Drummondville, Quebec for leadership in communily a
vocacy. Ms. LaVallee, with her husband Daniel &jttad
the court challenge by Drummondville parents segkin
exemption from the province’s new Ethics and Religi
Culture Course.

=

Suzanne LaVallee with Joanne McGarry

She was introduced by Mrs. Chevrier, who is alesip
dent of the Association of Catholic Parents of QaeelShe
said that the court challenge to the ERC coursa isffort
to uphold the right of parents to direct the raligs educa-
tion of their children.

Ms. Lavallee thanked the League for the honout,s&id
that all the legal work her family has undertakes been
motivated by a desire to have schools that do ootradict
the Catholic faith they are teaching in the horSeg(
League press releases of June 21, June 2 and3S2p09
for more information about the court challenges.)

“I am delighted to receive this award from Cathdiwil
Rights League, which has always shown supportdoem
tal rights in the education of their children. Aegt many
people and organizations have helped us in thig,fand
the award honours all their efforts as well.”

More than 120 people attended the dinner, whisb al
featured door prizes donated by artist and autban J
Levy-Earle, Justin Press/{vw.justinpress.deand Salt and
Light Television (vww.saltandlighttv.org

League pleased with Quebec court
decision on religious education

MONTREAL, June 21, 2010 — The Catholic Civil Right
League is pleased that the Quebec Superior Caunpeld the
right of Loyola High School to be exempt from avincial
government requirement that it teach the new EttnidsReli-
gious Culture (ERC) course as mandated by Quédfdnzation
Dept. The League hopes, however, that parentsaiehss in all
schools will be offered the same degree of chaieceligious
education.

“While we are pleased that this ruling is a vigtiar the rights of
private schools to adapt the material to suit tieéigious focus,
and therefore recognizes the rights of parentshatie chosen
private schools for religious reasons, we wouldcehorsee the
same spirit of choice and respect for parentaisigbheld for all
students,” said League President Phil Horgan.

The judgment criticized what it called a dictatbaittitude on the
part of the government in its dealings with theostrcomparing
the province's attempt to impose a secular focl®gola's
teaching of the course to the intolerance of taiSp Inquisi-
tion. "In this age of the respect of fundamentits, of toler-
ance, reasonable accommodation and multiculturafenatti-
tude adopted by the (Education) minister, is ssingj" wrote
Judge Gérard Dugré in a 63-page judgment released.8.

"Canadian democratic society is based on priisaiplognizing
the supremacy of God and the primacy of the lawth-dif which
benefit from constitutional protection.” The obtiga imposed on
Loyola to teach the ethics and religious culturesmin a lay fash-
ion assumes a totalitarian character essentiallyadent to Gali-
leo's being ordered by the Inquisition to deny@bpernican uni-
verse." Justice Dugré ruled that by trying to cdrbpgola High
Sthoal, a Catholic institution founded in 1848, to adhergidly
secular teaching guidelines, the provincial govemiviolated the
school's freedom of religion as guaranteed by ti#b&r Charter
of Rights. “

The government will appeal the decision.
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League pleased that Bill C-384 is unsuccessful west) and Frank Valeriote (Guelph).

The Catholic Civil Rights League today expressexdig
tude April 22 that Bill C-384, which would have dital-

ized euthanasia and physician-assisted suicideatid The League April 15 expressed support for a privager

(rjec]:ceive((jj gno#gh supporftg) proceed.bThe measfugez\gasber,s bill (PMB) introduced Wednesday by MP Rod igru
efeated in the House of Commons by a vote o ' hooge (Winnipeg-South) that would make it a crirhing

offence for anyone to coerce a woman to terminate h
pregnancy.

League supports Bill seeking to end abortion coeron

The League would like to thank every member ofiparl
ment who voted against Bill C-384. We would al$e lio

thank all of our supporters who helped achiever&t’mlt ‘Roxanne's Lawill C-510) is named in memory of a
through thelr_ messages of concern to MPs and teréet pregnant Winnipeg woman who was murdered by he
and articles in the media. partner after she refused to have an abortion. kiNgas
the chair of the multi-party parliamentary pro-lfaucus
Mr. Bruinooge, a staunch supporter of the pro-iesi-

tion, said he has heard of several cases of intioid of
young pregnant women to have an abortion, and hoges
making it a crime will curb those instances.

-

However, the League cautioned that the subjdiltaky
to continue to be brought forward for legislativaian,
due to Canadians’ concerns about end of life caddack
of knowledge about what is legal now. In the League
view, legalizing euthanasia would lead to diminshe-
spect for life, challenge the religious and consiiieis
freedom of health care providers and even leadds-p
sures to make use of the option, especially foctireni-
cally ill and disabled.

“The League is in favour of legislation that wouétog-
nize the sanctity of all human life, from conceptio

natural death. We support this measure that airmpseto
vent women from being forced to have abortionsrzia
their will,” said Joanne McGarry, League executiVec-

What was envisioned by Bill C-384 is not the worki tor

out of an individual choice, but rather a deliberdife-
ending act that would require the cooperation béd.
This would raise serious challenges for the comsicias
freedom of doctors, nurses and other health caréqers.
A commitment to comfort care and other palliativeas-
ures is much more consistent with a life-enhaneitinic
than an option for directly and intentionally causdeath.
This vote in the House of Commons is an affirmatbn
respect for life and for religious and consciersidnee-
dom.

Numerous Christian groups participate
in Saskatchewan marriage reference

Arguments were presented in the Saskatchewan Gd\pt
peal May 13-14 in the Saskatchewan marriage conomiss
reference case. Last July, the Justice Minist8askatchewar]
asked the Court of Appeal for an opinion on paiélagislation
which would permit marriage commissioners to degtier-
forming same-sex marriages if contrary to theigicls beliefg.
There are two options being considered, one whialidgive
the right to decline to perform such ceremoniestomission-
ers who were already serving when the definitiamarfriage
was changed, and another which would give the tagg.

Most of the Christian groups intervening, including Evan-
gelical Fellowship of Canada, support the lattetiarp Af-
ter hearing arguments from all sides, the coudmes it$
decision. Three Saskatchewan marriage commissioners
have been penalized for declining to perform sa@xe s

ceremonies for religious reasons, and ordered 08 20

The Parliamentary Committee on Palliative and C(Impapa ; Chtk T
: . - y compensation by a Saskatchewan Human Right$ Tri
sionate Care (PCPCC) is an ad-hoc organization evhosbunal after refusing to marry a gay couple. Theumal's

mempership is open to any Iggislator who shares _the decision was subsequently upheld by the Court Qs
pressing concerns of a growing number of Canadians Bench last year in a ruling that found Nicholsagsublic

about present levels of care available to an agioiely  «ivial was not permitted to consider his perdoed-
and people with disabilities. The group’s foundadude gious view in performing a public function

Joe Comartin (Windsor-Tecumseh), Harold Albrecht

A multi-party group of MPs spanning the politicpks-
trum has announced the formation of a new, norigaart
Parliamentary group aimed at promoting awareness of
glaring deficiencies in Canada’s palliative and paist
sionate care framework, fostering constructiveatjak
and substantive research on an array of relatgecsb
and implementing policies to address this critatefi-
ciency in the nation’s approach to long-term health




Media Watch

No response on columnist’'s remarks

The League has had no response to its complatint tQue-
bec Press Council and La Presse newspaper toatistaglf
from some remarks by one of its columnists, Pattagace,
who May 17 expressed the wish that Cardinal Marellet,
archbishop of Quebec and Catholic Primate of Canada
would “die a slow and painful death.”

Cardinal Ouellet addressed a pro-life rally MayAfong
other remarks, he lauded the exclusion of aboft@n Can-
ada’s proposed G-8 initiative on maternal healthlan
mented the absence of any abortion law in Canaxdar,Lin
response to questions from a reporter, he affil@tdch
teaching that life begins at conception and stiduzthis
means abortion would be wrong even in cases of G-
mented Joanne McGarry, executive director of th&ICC
“The League has been involved in media debateifeon |
issues for 25 years, long enough to know that mimoit an
issue on which people disagree, sometimes profguntht
is why civil debate and dialogue are important. State-
ment of Patrick Lagace is below any standard ohjlistic
fairness or respect, and is frankly hateful. IRrasse has
any regard for its reputation, it will apologizedatistance
itself from its columnist’s remarks.”

While the League is not surprised that the newspizge
made no comment against its columnist, the incirdest
disturbing reminder of how strongly some cornerthef
media react to any suggestion that faith-basedigosi
should be expressed in public debate. A humarsrigim-
plaint is being considered.

“JC” cartoon protest continues

Comedy Central Network is facing a barrage of gtste
including many from the League, over a proposedshdiv

featuring Jesus Christ. The network often shasgaégram-
ming in Canada through The Comedy Network (Civil
Rights, April highlights).

Executives at the TV firm behind South Park arekngy on
a new animated project, which sees Christ atteigppaifive
a normal life in New York, desperate to escapestta@ow
of his "powerful but apathetic father," accordinghe Hol-
lywood Reporter.

The show, which is currently at the pre-productitage, had
caused a storm of criticism. The Coalition AgaRetigious
Bigotry (CARB), is already urging advertisers t/batt the
planned series.

Under the title "Comedy Central's Long History afam-
ing Christianity," Citizens Against Religious Biggtays on
its website: "Based on Comedy Central’s historgnotking
Jesus on shows like South Park, we have everyiréaso
believe that the 'JC' show would take attacks agé@hris-
tians to a new level."

If you have not yet written the network in protekthe se-
ries, Comedy Central's CEO, Doug Herzog, can behezh
at doug.herzog@comedycentral.com.

Galllery offering challenged

The League has written to the National GallerZafada tq
challenge the misuse of religious imagery inutsser
exhibit “Pop Life: Art in a Material World.” Therill al-
ways be much in any modern art exhibit that lackiew
spread appeal, but the League’s particular corséne use
of the Good Friday INRI script in an installatioheodead
horse. Since the show’s promotional material irnetual
warning that some areas of the exhibit are nodisiaitfor
children, we have requested a similar alert abfieihse to
religious believers. The Gallery is a publicly-feddnstitu-
tion.

Support the League

We rely completely on your generosity to continue our work. Gifts can be made online (ccrl.ca) or
by mail to CCRL, 500 — 120 Eglinton Ave. E., ToronON M4P 1E2., using this convenient form:

Name

E-mail address

Street Address

City, province, postal code




