Court decision and intense media coverage. “We wanted to ensure
Canadians heard all the perspectives on the results of that decision,” said
Ms. Byfield.

The Appeal Panel said the billboards were deceptive because they did not
mention access issues, which the Panel seemed to assume involved
medical reasons after the first trimester. “We have no idea where that
notion came from,” said Byfield. “We showed them that private abortion
clinics advertise abortions up to 20 weeks and some up to 24 weeks
without referrals. But in a closed hearing, who knows what ‘evidence’ they
consider?

“With this decision, ASC is playing a censorship role, silencing information
some people may not want to hear,” said Byfield. “Our ads are true and
quite frankly, most of this country’s print and broadcast media, all of whom
are members of ASC, were talking about the lack of legal restrictions on
abortion during the same period our ads were running. Some of them are
now campaigning against restrictions on free speech. We hope they see
this decision for what it is: an attempt to silence the pro-life voice from
public discussion.”

The League recognizes that all media are free to accept or reject paid
advertising according to their own standards. However, the grounds cited
in this instance — that the factual content is deceptive — do not stand up to
reasonable scrutiny. Abortion is in fact legal in Canada at any stage of
pregnancy.

Just before World Youth Day in 2002, we tried to get the Advertising
Standards Council to recommend the removal of a billboard from the
dissident group “Catholics for a Free Choice” that claimed Church policy
was causing deaths from AIDS. At that time, the council refused our
complaint, saying that advocacy advertisements were in the nature of
fundamental ethical and religious principles, which “unlike commercial
products and services, the Canadian Code of Advertising Standards were
never intended to address.”

The Life Canada billboards are less controversial than the CFFC ones. The
League hopes the organization appeals the ruling. H

South Park update

As reported in our last issue, the Comedy Network repeated an episode of
the US series South Park that featured particularly vile anti-Catholic
content. Due to the highly satirical nature of the show, it's quite possible
similar content will occur in future episodes. The network has

acknowledged that the comedy is controversial, and has assured us it will
not be shown prior to 9 pm. H

Campus pro-life groups stifled

The League criticized resolutions of the York University Federation of
Students (YFS) aimed at denying pro-life groups any official status on
campus. The move, announced May 28, follows its cancellation last spring
of a campus debate on abortion.

This is a clear-cut attempt to stifle free speech on campus, and particularly
troubling since universities are places where open debate and inquiry are
expected to be particularly encouraged. While it’s true that the university
administration criticized the YFS motion and spoken in favour of freedom
of speech, this may be a situation where more than talk will be required.
Students, prospective students and their families make school decisions on
a number of factors, and freedom of speech and inquiry ranks high.

According to a report in The National Post, the school's administration
condemned the decision as contrary to its academic mission, and said it
would try to compensate by providing its own venues and resources to
legitimate debates. Robert J. Tiffin, York's vice-president of students, said
he was "disappointed" the policy was being enacted when virtually all of
the student body has left campus for the summer.

Similar controversies unfolded across Canada over the past year, with pro-
life groups at Capilano College, the University of British Columbia-
Okanagan, Lakehead University and Carleton University stripped of
official club status and funding, at least once by the action of a single
member of student council. Some clubs have regained status, while others
appealed their cases to human rights commissions. Capilano College’s
group was granted the right to be accepted as a campus club after
appealing to the BC Human Rights Tribunal.

In the League’s view, these incidents go beyond a curious understanding of
free speech by the students involved and suggest they may even fear the
merit of what the pro-life groups have to say. So perhaps the fact that
human life is present from the moment of conception is getting through
after all. |

CCRL IN THE NEWS...

Has been moved to our website for this edition. Follow the links
under Action Items/ Media Monitoring Centre.
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Continued from p. 1 »» SIMONES HONOURED WITH CCRL AWARD

Despite the time constraints of his medical practice and working for CFFC,
Dr. Simone often speaks in local schools to spread the message that hunger
can be conquered, and that as little as 10 cents a day can feed a child.
Classes are invited to visit the warehouse and many do so.

Dr. Simone believes there is plenty of food to go around if we have our
priorities straight. “I don’t think the problem is a shortage of food. I think
the problem is greed on the part of adults; that's why we try to reach
schoolchildren with our message.” Donations for Canadian Food for
Children can be sent to 40 King Georges Road, Toronto, Ont. M8X 1L3.

Dr. Simone received the award with humility and responded in song,
reminding us that April showers lead to May flowers, and that from the
wonders of nature to a baby's first cry, we all have reason to believe in a
great and wonderful God.

The Archbishop Adam Exner award was created in 2004 to honour
Archbishop Exner on the occasion of his retirement from the Archdiocese
of Vancouver. Previous recipients include Regina businessman Frederick
W. Hill, OC, for services to philanthropy; Fraser Field of Catholic
Educators Resource Centre for services to education; and Jim Hughes,
president of Campaign Life Coalition, for services to the pro-life
movement.

Guest speaker at the dinner was Father Tom Lynch, professor of theology
at St. Augustine's seminary, and pastor of St. Joseph’s parish in Douro,
Ontario. Father Lynch recently became president of Priests for Life
Canada.

His talk was a challenge to all laity to remain true witnesses to the faith in
the public square, starting with an active prayer life and finding quiet time
with God. He stressed the opportunities that new media, including
Facebook, may play in the new evangelism. He was prepared to be
critical of the formation of Catholics over the past several generations, and
the demands of a structure that places great stress on a reduced number of
priests. While he mentioned a number of challenges in Church and
society, Father Lynch also cited a great opportunity for lay groups, family
foundations and other charitable or advocacy groups to use our society’s
considerable wealth for positive purposes, including evangelization and
philanthropy. We will make the text available through our website as soon
as possible. m

Please visit our website at:

for regular news updates
and League information

Continued from p. 1 »» APPEAL DENIED IN UNION DUES DIVERSION CASE

added that the 130,000 members of PSAC, and indeed all unions, should
take a greater interest in the activities of their union executives, including
elections, and seek representatives that have a more balanced approach to
contentious moral issues. A more recent example of such advocacy has
been the union's opposition to Bill C-484, proposing to amend the
Criminal Code by acknowledging unborn victims of violence.

At least one group of PSAC employees has challenged the union on its
advocacy against Bill C-484, which would make it a separate crime to kill
or injure a fetus in the course of a crime against his or her mother. The
union responded with a defense of abortion rights, and an attack on C-484
lifted from the massive misinformation campaign against the bill
orchestrated by pro-abortion groups, yet also affirmed its support for
“individual personal, moral and religious convictions or beliefs.” (In fact,
Bill C-484 specifically excludes abortion.) m

Quebec national assembly crucifix stays

The Taylor-Bouchard report on reasonable accommodation, released May
22, contains some good insights about Quebec’s evolution as a minority
culture within North America, as well as useful recommendations about
how cultural and religious minorities can be — and usually are —
incorporated into the cultural fabric. Many League members contributed to
the hearing process, including Director Jean Morse-Chevrier in her
capacity as president of the Quebec Catholic Parents’ Association. The
report notes that people can most often work out any conflicts among
themselves, without going the route of human rights commissions, courts
and other official channels that often prolong the problem or create even
more of them. Similarly, it found that many of the problems that led to the
creation of the Committee on Reasonable Accommodation were
exaggerated by the media, sometimes to the point of distortion.

One specific recommendation aimed at ensuring the state's “religious
neutrality” -- the removal to a museum of the crucifix hanging in the
Quebec legislature -- was immediately shot down. Within minutes of the
report being published, Mr. Charest introduced a motion in the National
Assembly supporting the crucifix as a sign of "our religious heritage." It
passed unanimously.

This affirmation of Quebec’s Catholic roots comes barely a year and a half
after the former leader of the opposition, Andre Boisclair, called for the
removal of that same crucifix. The recommendation itself is based on what
the commission describes favourably as “open secularism,” a concept
more colloquially described as “freedom from religion” — where organized
religion and its symbols are absent from public life — rather than the
fundamental freedom of religion enshrined in liberal democracies. In an
environment of true religious freedom, the state does not espouse any one
denomination, but rather fosters an environment where all can practice
their faith openly. This openness is most likely to be fostered by people
with a strong sense of their own faith and their own religious tradition.m

- See the articles section of our website for more analysis
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